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proximity to the sea have favored the rise of great industrial cities,
with their teeming millions.

On either side of these regions of maximum density the population
gradually declines, partially in response to less favorable physical con-
ditions. This continues until population almost disappears in the tundra
belt, in the higher portions of the Alps, Pyrenees, Caucasus, the Scotch
Highlands and the Scandinavian Mountains, and in the deserts border-
ing the head of the Caspian Sea. However, even in the densely popu-
lated regions there are sandy and marshy areas which support few
people. Regions of this kind include the Campine of northern Belgium
and the Pontine and Maremma marshes of the Italian Peninsula. In
spite of these areas of slight population, Europe contains enough people
to make it the most densely populated of all continents.
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